LOADED DOWN WITH LITERATURE

and going to the puddling furnaces at a time
when we needed iron more than we needed
education. The proverb says, "Strike while
the iron is hot/* The country was building,
and I gave it iron to build with. Railroads
were still pushing out their mighty arms and
stringing their iron rails across the western
wheat lands. Bridges were crossing the Miss-
issippi and spanning the chasms in the Rocky
Mountains. Chicago and New York were ris-
ing in new growth with iron in their bones
to hold them high. My youth was spent in
giving to this growing land the element its
body needed.

Now that body was sick. What was the
matter with it? Lacking an education, I was
unprepared to say. When I left school my
theory was that every boy should learn a
trade as soon as possible. Now I saw that a
trade was not enough. A worker needs an
education, also. The trade comes first, per-
haps, but the education ought to follow on its
heels.

During the next ten years of my life I was
a worker and a student, too.   My motto was
that every one should have at least a Mgh-
school education and a trade.
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